




















NHC is providing an 
experimental graphic that 
depicts the expected storm 
surge inundation values for 
the United States Gulf and 
Atlantic coasts, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
that are provided in the 
tropical cyclone public 
advisory (TCP). These 
values represent the peak 
height the water could 
reach above normally dry 
ground somewhere within 
the specified areas. This 
graphic will be made 
available on the NHC 
webpage







This graphic is created 
by the NWS/NCEP 
Weather Prediction 
Center (WPC) and 

shows rainfall potential 
for the United States 

when a tropical cyclone 
threatens land. The 

graphic is displayed as 
a Quantitative 

Precipitation Forecast 
(QPF), which shows 
rainfall totals for a 

specified time period, 
based on forecaster 

discretion.
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● High level, “Heads Up” infographic conveying potential flood impacts for the next seven 
days. It is intended to provide comprehensive and consistent messaging for various flood 
hazard impacts (e.g., flash, urban, small stream, riverine and tidal flooding) including by not 
limited to forecast information from Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs), River Forecast 
Centers (RFCs), Weather Prediction Center (WPC), and the National Water Center (NWC). 

● Audience: National & Regional Level Briefers
● Current availability: nwcchat/ NWC Google Site 

        (internal to NWS)
National, Daily @ 2100Z (will issue 2x a day if there is tropical)
Tropical, Twice Daily @ 2100Z & 1130Z

● Future availability: Website 2x a day / GIS Service
● Becoming experimental:  Summer 2022 / GIS Service

https://sites.google.com/noaa.gov/nws-nwc/?pli=1&authuser=0
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 Limited Impact
Base flash flooding and/or 

minor river flooding is expected

● Flash flooding with base to isolated considerable 
IBW tags. In general, minimal or no widespread 
property damage, but possibly some public threat 
(e.g., inundation of roads). Local water rescues may 
occur, but are limited to evacuations of cutoff areas 
or isolated swift water rescues.

● Minor to isolated moderate riverine flooding. Minor 
riverine flooding is defined as minimal or no property 
damage, but possible some public threat (e.g., 
inundation of roads)

 Considerable Impact
Significant flash flooding and/or moderate 

river flooding is expected

● Flash flooding with numerous considerable IBW tags 
is possible. Impacts include widespread inundation 
of roads and structures, evacuations of people 
and/or transfer of property to higher elevations. 
Numerous swift/high water rescues may be possible. 
Moderate some inundation of structures and roads 
near streams, evacuations of people and/or transfer 
of property to higher elevations. 

● Widespread moderate to scattered major riverine 
flooding is possible. Moderate riverine flooding is 
defined as some inundation of structures and roads 
near streams, evacuations of people and/or transfer 
of property to higher elevations.

● Messaging of widespread, life threatening flooding 
that may occur and that urgent actions may be 
needed to prepare for flooding. 

 Catastrophic Impact
Exceedingly rare and widespread flash 
flooding and/or major river flooding is 

expected

● Flash flooding with considerable IBW tags is likely, 
with multiple catastrophic tags possible. Impacts 
include extensive inundation and/or destruction of 
roads and structures, significant evacuations of 
people and/or transfer of property to higher 
elevations. Water rescues of a significant number of 
persons is likely and overwhelming of area and 
regional resources is possible (ie. rooftops rescues).

● Widespread major riverine flooding, with “floods of 
record” possible. Major riverine flooding is defined as 
extensive inundation of structures and roads, 
significant evacuations of people and/or transfer of 
property to higher elevations.

● Messaging includes high end, life threatening 
flooding with significant disruptions to daily life likely. 






